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Summary 
This Regional Workshop was organized in accordance with the International Maritime 

Organization. The objective of the three-day workshop was to provide overview and round table 
discussions on the MARPOL Convention, making emphasis on annexes III, IV and V. All the 
participating countries had the opportunity to expose the status of the implementation of the 

MARPOL Convention within their individual country or territory, as well as any best practices and 
challenges that they are having for implementation. Each individual portion of the workshop started 
with a brief presentation on the subject, but the emphasis was made on the discussion to ensure 

that there was good participation and that all participating delegations were able to learn from each 
other’s experiences.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Wider Caribbean States and Territories, in their desire to move ahead with other competing 
states, have expressed concerns over the continuing degradation of the Marine Environment in 
the region and the need to reduce marine pollution and its negative impacts. Of particular concern 
to Governments and civil society is the growing unsustainable use of coastal and oceanic marine 
resources which, if not reversed, could undermine the very basis of social and economic 
development in these coastal states. 
 
Over the last 35 years, several initiatives were developed for the protection of the marine 
environment, including the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the protocol of 1978 or commonly 
referred to as the MARPOL 73/78. This convention applies to all ships and has six Annexes to 
minimize all sources of pollution from vessels. 
 
Although a majority of States and Territories are party to MARPOL, have ratified or acceded to a 
number of annexes (in particular Annexes I, II, III and V) and have declared to IMO that they have 
implemented the regulation in their country’s legislation, attention must be paid to the enforcement 
of the Annexes. In particular, the need by Contracting Parties to implement all that is required as 
well as provide enforcement in the event of non-compliance. 
 
In addition, taking into concern that the Wider Caribbean became a “Special Area” under 
MARPOL 73/78 Annex V (Garbage), States and Territories are encouraged to implement and 
enforce these regulations. In the early 1990’s the World Bank, IMO and GEF undertook two 
initiatives to address Ship-Generated Waste. While these initiatives, and the 24 million US dollar 
OECS Ship-Generated Waste Management and Solid Waste Management Project were 
successful in addressing the Solid Waste Management issues on many islands, they did not 
sufficiently develop Adequate Port Waste Reception Facilities to put the Special Area provision of 
MARPOL V into effect for the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR). The Special Area provision for the 
WCR as a no-dumping area for garbage became effective May, 2011. 
 
In 2007 and 2008, RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe, together with IMO and the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP) through its Caribbean Environment Program (CEP), conducted an 
outreach program to facilitate the implementation of MARPOL Annex V. This effort was followed 
up by a series of seminars held in seven countries and hosted by the Land- Based Source of 
Pollution (LBS) Protocol of the Cartagena Convention, RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe, IMO and UNEP’s 
Caribbean Regional Coordinating Unit. The purpose of these seminars was to offer decision-
making authorities and other stakeholders information regarding the steps needed to implement 
the MARPOL Annex V Special Area designation for the Wider Caribbean Region, as well as 
obtain the status of the various countries’ waste reception facilities. 

 
2. OBJECTIVE 
 
The objective of the three-day workshop was to provide the opportunity for decision-making 
authorities and representatives of the participating countries and territories to understand the 
rights and obligation associated with the ratification and implementation of the MARPOL 
Convention and its Annexes, focusing on Annexes III-V.  

• To offer decision-making authorities and other stakeholders information regarding 
the steps needed to ratify and implement Annexes III-V of the MARPOL Convention. 

• To identify the critical steps for stakeholders to ensure they are prepared for the 
designation of their country or territory as signatory to the Annexes III-V of the 
MARPOL Convention. 
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• To get an overview of the waste management and port reception facilities (PRF) 
and to understand the need and importance of PRF in the economic development of 
the states. 

• To encourage decision-making authorities and stakeholders to support the lobbying 
for a regional port reception facility in the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR). 

• To educate and encourage the responsible parties to update and maintain their data 
in the Global Integrated shipping Information System (GISIS) Port Reception 
Database. 

• To share ideas and concerns among the participants to aid them in moving forward 
on solutions to removing barriers to the ratification and implementation of MARPOL 
and its Annexes.   

 
3. VENUE, DATES, ROLES AND PARTICIPANTS 
 
The workshop took place at the Holiday Inn Resort in Montego Bay, Jamaica between February 7th 
and 9th, 2023. 
 
The event was organized by RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe with the support of the IMO. The government 
of Jamaica provided the conference room at the Holiday Inn Resort in Montego Bay, Jamaica in 
order to implement the workshop. 
 
The workshop had a total of 40 participants, having representatives from 17 different countries. 
 
4. COST 
 

 
 
 

Financial Report

Regional Workshop on MARPOL Annexes III-V Including Port Reception Facilities  
TC/ 2262- 04- 2000
Montego Bay, Jamaica
7 - 9 February 2023
IMO Funding: USD 96,597

Date Description Expenditure Debit Credit Balance
15 Dec. 2023 Funds Received 80,597.00

02 Feb. 2023 Funds Received 16,000.00

12 Jan. 2023 Tickets Participants 35,589.00

24 Jan. 2023 Accomodation Participants 37,400.00

01 Feb. 2023 DSA participants 18,600.00

13 Feb. 2023 Consultancy Fee 2,500.00

Miscellaneuos 1,000.00

Total 95,089.00 96,597.00 1,508.00
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5. ACTIVITIES AND PROCEEDINGS 
 
Pre-seminar/symposium/workshop/course assignments: 
 

No pre-workshop courses were assigned. However, the representatives from each country or 
territory were requested to be thoroughly familiar with the MARPOL Convention, making 
emphasis on annexes III, IV and V, and the current status, best practices and current 
challenges of the implementation of the MARPOL Convention within their country or territory. 
The participants were requested to prepare a 5-to-10-minute presentation regarding the above 
information, which would be delivered during the first day of the workshop. 

 
Opening ceremony: 
 

Consultant Lukas Rodriguez delivered welcoming words and introduced Admiral Peter Brady 
(Director General, Maritime Authority of Jamaica), who delivered the opening remarks. After 
admiral Brady delivered his opening remarks, a video was played with the recorded opening 
remarks from Helen Buni from IMO. 

 
Describe concisely the proceedings: 
 

After the opening ceremony, the three consultants proceeded with the agenda. In day 1, the 
first two presentations were an introduction to RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe and to the MARPOL 
Convention. Following those two initial presentations, the Jamaica Maritime Authority had the 
opportunity to present on the status, best practices and challenges of the implementation of 
the MARPOL Convention in Jamaica, followed by a short presentation of approximately 5 to 
ten minutes from each of the participant countries briefly covering the same information for 
each country. 
 
Each one of the remaining sessions of the agenda consisted of a short presentation of the 
topic, followed by a round-table discussion of said topic. The focus of the workshop was to 
take advantage of having the presence of representatives from all the participating countries, 
so that during these discussions, everyone could learn from each other with regard to best 
practices, as well as the challenges that they all face. 
 
The last session of the agenda, in day three, was an opportunity for all participants to bring up 
concerns and recommendation that could be relayed to the International Maritime 
Organization. The overall participation during the workshop was outstanding from all the 
participants and the objective was accomplished thoroughly. 
 

 
6. ASSESSEMENT AND ANTICIPATED OUTCOME 
 
The focal points from 17 countries of the Wider Caribbean Region were well-selected, 
knowledgeable, and engaging in the various discussions throughout the workshop.  Further, Jamaica 
should be commended for assembling robust representation of various stakeholders from various 
ministries, authorities, and the maritime industry.  Attendance remained steady throughout the three-
day workshop and discussion was lively, on point, and dedicated to improving the capacity of the 
Wider Caribbean Region. 
 
Like many SIDS, most participating countries lack sufficient infrastructure and capacity to receive 
additional sewage (MARPOL IV) and garbage (MARPOL V) from ships.  However, it was clear that 
each country and the Wider Caribbean Region is committed to meet their obligations and are 
currently working to solve or improve very real limitations. 
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Participants reported that many of their countries lacked the laws and enabling regulations to enforce 
MARPOL.  Participants cited a lack of regulatory drafters in the Ministry of Legal Affairs.  Of positive 
note, St Vincent and the Grenadines reported on the successful passage of their national Marine 
Pollution Law, a copy of which will be shared with all participants to use as a model.  Further, Saint 
Lucia reported they are completing the draft of their national Maritime Pollution Law and anticipate 
that it will be signed into law later this year. Many participants were eager for the assistance to be 
provided through the CaribeSmart initiative which is believed will provide aid to countries in 
developing MARPOL enabling legislation. 
 
The countries of the Wider Caribbean Region would greatly benefit from participation in a Regional 
Port Reception Facility Plan, and each expressed their support to participate in one.  An initial 
feasibility study was completed by RAC REMPEITC in 2018 and is available on their website.  It is 
recommended that RAC REMPEITC form a regional workgroup to develop a Regional Port 
Reception Facility Plan for the Caribbean with participation from each of the nations. 
 
7. CLOSING CEREMONY 
 
The closing ceremony was preceded by consultant Lukas Rodriguez, RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe, 
who provided his closing remarks, followed by closing remarks from Mr. Bertrand Smith from the 
Maritime Authority of Jamaica. A certificate of participation was presented to each one of the 
participants by Mr. Smith and Consultant Lukas Rodriguez concluding the workshop. 
 
8. ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONCLUSIONS 
Each country participating in the workshop provided a presentation and/or discussion regarding the 
status of MARPOL adoption and implementation within their country.  Presenters also provided 
areas of strengths or weaknesses in implementing MARPOL.  These notes are not exhaustive and 
are provided, rather, to give a sense of the current status in each country regarding the 
implementation of MARPOL. 

Most countries provided a presentation, which may have been saved and is available from RAC 
REMPEITC by request. 

The following is an outline of the findings from the individual country presentations regarding the 
status of implementation of the MARPOL convention: 

Jamaica – Bertrand Smith 
• Sewage can not be discharged in Jamaica 
• Food and medical waste are also prohibited from being discharged in Jamaica 
• Jamaica’s presentation included a general discussion on annex IV and differences 

between procedures in different parts of Jamaica 
• The following questions were brought up during Jamaica’s presentation: 

o Can Jamaica share its guidelines with other countries? 
o Does the Implementation Committee have any power? 
o Why are reception facilities for food waste necessary given the ability to 

discharge outside of 12NM? 

Dominica - Harold Guiste.  
• Dominica is signatory to MARPOL III and V but not IV 
• Dominica lacks legislative writing assistance from the office of the attorney general.   
• Dominica has received requests to accept waste from exhaust scrubbers yet are unable 

to accept it 
• Sewage discharge from yachts and smaller vessels directly into the water is of 

increasing concern 
• Like much of the WCR, Dominica has limited landfill space 
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• We have seen that we are not at the same level and we have seen that there are 

deficiencies 
• Advocating for the Regional Approach 
• Assistance is needed with improved Port Reception Facilities (PRFs) and waste 

management. There is also a current challenge with seaweed in areas where there is 
yachting. It isn’t Sargassum but a green weed (possibly invasive?).  

• It may be important for other members to understand the seaweed issue and determine 
if it is something to be concerned about before it becomes a regional problem.  

Trinidad and Tobago - Richmond Bassant. 
• Trinidad and Tobago is signatory to all MARPOL Annexes 
• Benefits from relatively robust national regulations, however they are often old and 

outdated.  There are current efforts to update these regulations 
• A ‘Shipping (Ship and Offshore Installation Pollution Prevention) Bill’ is also currently 

being drafted. 
• Trinidad and Tobago is party to the Caribbean Port State Control MOU 

Barbados - Ann-Marie Eversley. 
• Barbados has ratified all MARPOL Annexes 
• Has drafted instructions, the precursor to enabling legislation 
• Barbados has an incinerator at their major port, however it is currently not operational  
• Have a suite of legislation that could be used to implement MARPOL 
• Bilge, sludge and greywater is trucked 

Belize – Darlin Gaitan. 
• Belize has ratified all MARPOL Annexes 
• MARPOL enabling legislation was drafted in 2014, but has not been voted into law. 
• Currently working on a draft Marine Pollution Bill 
• Belize is a member of the Green Voyage Project 
• Belize does not accept any ship generated waste  
• A Maritime Technical Committee is being created. There are some challenges but will 

continue lobbying for support by knocking on political doors 
• Capacity building and reaching politicians is an issue in Belize 
• Belize has been struggling for the past 10 years to create a body similar to the Maritime 

Authority of Jamaica 
• No PRFs – Belize does not accept ship generated waste 
• There is a Maritime Technical Committee (Belize Port Authority, Coast Guard, 

IMMARBE) 
Aruba – Rudeloff Beaujoun. 

• Aruba has ratified all MARPOL Annexes 
• Aruba can handle garbage and a few other things 
• MARPOL I is difficult to handle for Aruba. Slops and sludges are an issue 
• The country is in a good place as the draft legislation is ready and submitted  
• No PRFs in Aruba 
• In 2018 the single use of plastics was banned 
• Aruba’s challenge: Waste Management and PRFs  

Suriname – Gilbert Mussendijk. 
• Suriname has ratified all MARPOL Annexes 
• Laws regulating maritime trade have been drafted, but still need to be passed 
• Suriname has received assistance from IMO for drafting legal documents and are 

seeking additional assistance to draft enabling regulations 
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Guyana – Tiffany Hohenkirk 
• Guyana has ratified all MARPOL Annexes 
• Guyana has seen an increase in marine traffic with an increase in offshore oil 

exploration and extraction activity.  This has placed a strain on limited vessel inspectors 
within the country. 

• Guyana has submitted a tender for a consultant to craft marine sector regulations that 
would provide MARPOL enabling legislation for Guyana. 

• As a nation, Guyana has very limited sewage treatment.  Most sewage is pumped 
directly into the rivers and Atlantic Ocean. 

• At a unique stage of development given the increased exploration and future production 
• Finally getting policy makers to listen 
• Technical expertise and guidance are needed to assist in what we should be looking for  
• The port is private so greater collaboration with port owners is needed 
• There is a low demand for PRFs as the ports are tidal ports (i.e. vessels don’t stay very 

long) 
• Legislation is currently being drafted 
• General challenges: 65% of the registered vessels are old, there is no separate port 

authority, lack of skilled Port State Inspectors, current port designs and the geography 
of the country makes it difficult to conduct inspections (i.e. large area, few inspectors) 

Haiti – Ognold Regnus. 
• Haiti has not ratified any of the MARPOL Annexes. 
• The political and civil unrest that continues in Haiti makes adopting or enforcing 

MARPOL improbable 
• Need to implement the ISPS Code 
• Maritime Administration of Haiti is responsible for implementation of MARPOL through a 

committee (composed of the public and private sector) 
St Vincent and the Grenadines – Hyrone Johnson. 

• St Vincent is signatory to all MARPOL annexes 
• In 2019 St Vincent passed MARPOL enabling legislation in the form of their marine 

Pollution Act.  This is the first country of the WCR to have done so and St Vincent is to 
be commended for this accomplishment.   

• St Vincent expressed their willingness to share their Marine Pollution Act and any 
lessons learned with regional countries who want to learn from them. 

• While the Act is a major step forward, Mr. Johnson acknowledged that enforcement of 
the legislation remains a challenge and cited lack of human resources as a major 
cause. 

• Does not accept Medical, food waste, sewage 

Curacao – Anthony Palma. 
• The Kingdom of the Netherlands has ratified all Annexes of MARPOL and by extension 

so has Curacao,  
• Curacao supports the concept of a Regional Port Reception Facility Plan for the WCR 
• Curacao lacks any enabling legislation but it has started to update the applicable 

legislation 
• Update of Waste Reception Policies and Procedures was encouraged during covid. 

Draft has been prepared but consultation is needed 
• There are reception facilities for Annex I, IV and V, but none for III 
• Able to share some experience with legislation 
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Saint Lucia – Christopher Alexander. 

• St Lucia is signatory to all MARPOL Annexes 
• St. Lucia is both Flag and Port State 
• Limited Port Reception Facilities 
• St Lucia has recently completed draft enabling legislation (Marine Pollution Act) which 

the Maritime Authority is hopeful will be passed by the current government. 
• St. Lucia has an approved Waste Management Plan on their website, which could be 

used as a template for the other countries of the region 
Bahamas – Avana Pyform. 

• Bahamas is signatory to all MARPOL Annexes 
• Bahamas lacks enabling legislation  
• The large area of the Bahamas provides a challenge to enforcement of MARPOL 

regulations. 
• Weaknesses in two major pieces of legislation were identified (Environmental Planning 

and Protection and Shipping Acts). These were recently updated. 
• The Maritime Unit is responsible for identification of gaps and environmental issues  
• Bahamas has always accepted bulk waste 
• Some waste produced from shipping is accepted 
• There is a proposal for another reception facility  
• Enforcement of yachts is a main issue 
• Food waste is still and issue and reception facilities for food waste is a challenge 

Antigua and Barbuda – Joseph Darius. 
• Antigua is signatory to all MARPOL Annexes 
• Antigua’s approach to enabling MARPOL was incorporating by reference into local law.  

Flag state responsibility has been largely turned over to a RO. 
• Local law permits detention of a vessel whenever it does not meet the convention’s 

regulations 
• Antigua has established a National Ocean Governance Committee 
• Challenge with small crafts/management of yachts. Would appreciate some assistance 

in that area from any countries who may have legislation/policies/guidance 

Grenada – Marlon Clyne 
• Grenada is not signatory to MARPOL III, IV or V, and does not appear to have initiative 

to do so 
• Lacks over-arching framework or interagency cooperation. 
• Noted that the attorney general’s office lacks maritime expertise 
• Grenada operates a closed registry. 
• Have not factored in ship generated waste 
• Currently looking at sensitivities and politics and how to move forward 

St Kitts – Ticoya Conor 
• St Kitts is signatory to all MARPOL Annexes 
• In 2014 St Kitts drafted a Maritime Bill, which remains in draft  
• St Kitts is requesting technical assistance to develop a waste management plan and 

advice with waste recycling options 
• Assistance with development of data depository infrastructure 
• A small portion of waste is recycled on the island 
• St. Kitts has a yachting policy that needs amendment 
• Enforcement of MARPOL lies with the Department of Maritime but they do not have the 

necessary resources 
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St Martin – Ellinger Paul 
• Like Curacao, St Martin is signatory to all annexes of MARPOL through the Kingdom of 

the Netherlands. 
• St Martin has no formal reception facilities in their ports 
• St Martin does have capacity to receive MARPOL IV (Sewage) waste as their treatment 

plant has excess capacity. 
• St Martin conducts limited recycling and commercial entity “Oilmop” receives oily waste 

and brings it to Trinidad for proper disposal. 
 
9. RESOLUTIONS/ RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The most important conclusion from the workshop, with which the great majority of the participants 
were in agreement, was that a regional approach to reaching compliance with the requirements of 
the MARPOL Convention needs to be explored and decided upon. Taking into consideration the 
Feasibility Study that was conducted by RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe a few years back, a Draft 
Regional Port Reception Facility Plan could be created with the input of the interested parties. 
Developing such plan would be of great benefit to the region, especially given the designation of 
the Wider Caribbean Region as a Special Area under MARPOL Annex V, and would help attain 
compliance at a regional level, while demonstrating to IMO that the region is able to meet its 
obligations under the MARPOL convention. In order to not have to create a plan from scratch, the 
already existing Regional Port Reception Facility Plan for the Pacific could be utilized as a 
baseline, which would make the process much faster. 

For practicality this regional plan would have to be sub-regional or along common transit routes. A 
clear example of how the countries of the region could benefit from the regional approach is the 
fact that Sint Maarten expressed that their sewage treatment facility has excess capacity, and that 
they would be willing to take sewage from ships that are not able to unload it at others ports within 
the region.  In the same manner, Belize expressed that they have the capacity to accept additional 
Annex V ship generated waste, but because of the geographical location of Belize, it does not 
make it practical for the countries that need the additional capacity in the Eastern Caribbean. 
Another aspect that needs to be taken into consideration when considering the regional approach 
is the demand that exists for the reception facilities that would be utilized under the regional plan. 
In addition, there are concerns regarding the introduction foreign microbes when importing food 
waste from other areas of the region, such as the issues that took place a few years ago with a fly 
that was introduced into one of the islands and significantly affected the production and exportation 
of mangoes. 

In order to create the draft Regional Port Reception Facility Plan, it is important to have a Regional 
Working Group with the focal points from each country. The aim of this group should be to conduct 
analysis, share the best practices and lessons learned, establish a communications structure and 
determine the responsibilities of each one of the stakeholders. The overall objective of the working 
group would be to: “Attain compliance, Action the existing Feasibility Study and to draft and 
implement a regional plan.” 

Other suggestions regarding the adoption of a regional approach in order to comply with MARPOL 
and have adequacy with regards to Port Reception Facilities included: 

• To map and update what is available in the different countries 
• Identify the gaps and see if there are sufficient resources/facilities to meet the requirements 
• Consider engaging with private sector 
• To create a brochure on PRFs that could be used to conduct stakeholder consultation 
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• Find out what the requirements are for local permits when considering PRFs 
• Identify the challenges relating to the transport and management of waste 
• The creation of guidelines to manage the transportation of waste from the collection point to 

the reception facility 
• Consider the Trash-to-Cash concept 
• To create a system to measure progress of the implementation and compliance 

Another important point expressed during the workshop is that MARPOL Annex IV is one of the 
most challenging to control and that assistance is needed to deal with the sewage issue. Most 
participating countries seem to have the same challenges with regards to Annex IV, and the see 
the biggest challenge being enforcement, evidence collection and prosecution being the areas that 
needs the most attention within the prosecution process itself.  The participants considered that 
commitment from IMO would also be appreciated as it relates to developing legislation, possibly in 
the form of education programs for government officials. It was recommended to explore working 
with non-profit organizations to implement infrastructure for sewage removal and treatment. It was 
also recommended to take advantage of the publication provided to the participants – MARPOL: 
How to do it – in which chapter 21 provides strategies for Port State Control with regards to Annex 
IV. The regional approach to create a Regional Port Reception Facility Plan would also help with 
the implementation and enforcement of the requirements of this annex. It was also suggested that 
the CaribeSmart program should be leveraged for the legal aspects of the implementation of 
MARPOL, as well as to have RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe coordinate MARPOL Workshops of 
Seminars that are catered for the political level, as well as National level MARPOL workshops in 
order to have a wider cross-section /contingent from each country to be involved, similarly to how 
the Jamaica had the opportunity during this regional level workshop. These national level 
workshops would be a great opportunity for all stakeholder to have better communication regarding 
the specific issues of MARPOL, as well as better cooperation and sensitization of all parties and 
the representatives participating in the workshop, helping to clear up any misunderstandings going 
forward. 

While outside of the scope of MARPOL, some of the countries of the region would also like to 
receive assistance in a stepped down regulation concerning the issue of yachts and other non-
convention vessels which pose a serious danger to marine environment with their dumping in 
harbors and sensitive areas. 

One of the recommendations of the workshop was to obtain copies of (preferably printed copies) 
the following: 

• Guide to Good Practice for PRF Providers and Users 
• Guidelines for ensuring the adequacy of PRFs 
• Comprehensive Manual for RPRFs 
• PRFs – How to do it 

Another resource that was brought up during the workshop was the Jamaica’s guidelines for PRFs 
and the representative from Trinidad and Tobago recommended that those guidelines should be 
used as a template for the region. 

Political will remains one of the greatest challenges for the implementation process, and lots of 
works is still needed to persuade policy makers into taking the steps necessary to develop the 
legislation needed. Furthermore, the majority of the governments of the region see waste 
management as a burden and not an economic activity. It was also suggested that IMO developing 
specific guidelines would persuade policy makers to implement. In addition, some of the 
participants of the workshop considered that it would be a great idea for the Secretary General of 
the IMO to visit the region given the IMO at 50 celebration, which might help push the MARPOL 
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Agenda forward. There is a need to re-sensitize policy makers with regards to MARPOL and the 
possible consequences of not implementing it. Yet another tool that could be utilized in order to 
sensitize policy makers would be a study as it relates to micro-plastics and how they go up the 
food chain, possibly even at the local level, with the possibility of Trinidad and Tobago working 
alongside WMU to conduct such a study. In addition, it was recommended for the countries of the 
region to establish a National MARPOL Committee, similarly to the one that exists in Jamaica, and 
that has proven beneficial for the implementation process. 

10. FOLLOW-UP ACTION 
 
It was concluded that the majority of participants would like to push forward with the creation and 
implementation of a Regional Plan for Port Reception Facilities in order to be able to comply with 
the requirements of MARPOL for countries and territories signatories and looking to ratify and 
implement the convention. The effort to create this Regional Approach Plan for Port Reception 
Facilities would be a follow up to the work that was conducted by RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe in 2017 
and 2018 during the “Feasibility Study on the development of a Regional Reception Facilities Plan 
for the Small Island Developing States of the Wider Caribbean Region.” 
 
This feasibility Study was conducted by RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe for the possible development of a 
regional reception facilities plan for the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) of the Wider 
Caribbean Region. The study includes a detailed analysis of shipping data, site visits and 
assessments of ports in 16 U.N. Member SIDS, and identification of possible measures to address 
the inadequacy of port reception facilities in the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR).  The outputs of 
this report complements other strategies for improving management of ship generated wastes and 
cargo residues within the Wider Caribbean Region, and contributes to efforts towards improving 
the ability of WCR States to effectively fulfill their obligations under MARPOL, or to accede to 
MARPOL where a State is not already a Party.  The project was funded by the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) through the support of The Government of Norway, following: a series 
of workshops conducted by IMO, United Nations Environment and RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe; 
requests made by WCR maritime authorities; and a proposal submitted by RAC/REMPEITC-
Caribe. 
 
In order to move forward with the creation of the Regional Port Reception Facilities Plan based on 
the above-mentioned Feasibility Study, a Working Group needs to be created with the objective of 
drafting a Regional Plan. This working group will be proposed during the upcoming Meeting of the 
Directors and Heads or Maritime (DIHMAR) that is scheduled to take place in the month of June 
2023 in Antigua and Barbuda. 
 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 1 
 

List of Participants 
 
Key Name Job Title Organisation Gender Email Address Source of Funding Country of Nationality

1 Bertrand Reinhold Alexander SMITH Director, Legal Affairs Maritime Authority of Jamaica Male bsmith@jamaicaships.com National
2 Vannessia Kamesha STEWART Legal Officer Maritime Authority of Jamaica Female vstewart@jamaiicaships.com National
3 Steven Glen Peter SPENCE Director of Safety Env't & Certification Maritime Authority of Jamaica Male sspence@jamaicaships.com National
4 Kenre Martin VALENTINE Technical Officer Maritime Authority of Jamaica Male kvalentine@jamaicaships.com National
5 Richard Michael Anthony NELSON Snr. Mgr Env'tal Mgt Division National Environment and Planning Agency Male rnelson@nepa.gov.jm National
6 Damian ROWE Plant Quarantine Produce Inspection Male damian.rowe@moa.gov.jm National
7 Basil A.  St. E. DUNN Regional Port Health Officer Western Regional Health Authority Male basildunn@yahoo.com National
8 Sydney R. INNIS VP, Harbours and Port Services Port Authority of Jamaica Male sinnis@portjam.com National
9 Phillip Garfield George Morgan Male snrinvestigator@nswma.gov.jm National

10 Darius Gustav JOSEPH Legal Officer Dept of Marine Serv. & Merchant Shipping Male djoseph@abregistry.ag IMO-funded Antigua/Barbuda
11 Franklyn Daryl SPENCER General Manager National Solid Waste Mgt Authority Male spencer692@hotmail.com IMO-funded Antigua/Barbuda
12 Rudeloff BEAUJON Harbour Master Directorate of Shipping Male r.beaujon@dsa.aw IMO-funded Aruba
13 Arana PYFROM Senior Environmental Officer Dept of Envtal Planning & Protection Male agpyform@depp.gov.bs IMO-funded Bahamas
14 Berne WRIGHT Admiralty Marshall Port Department Male bernewright@bahamas.gov.bs IMO-funded Bahamas
15 Ann-Marie EVERSLEY Senior Marine Pollution Officer Environmental Protection Department Female ann-marie.eversley@epd.gov.bb IMO-funded Barbados
16 Sharon YARDE Shipping Superintendent (Ag) Ministry of Tourism & Int'l Transport Female sharonyarde@barbados.gov.bb IMO-funded Barbados
17 Darlin GAITAN Marine and Technical Manager Belize Port Authority Female dgaitan@portauthority.bz IMO-funded belize
18 Annette GAREL Senior Deputy Registrar of Ships Int'l Merchant Marine Registry Female annette.garel@immarbe.com IMO-funded Belize
19 Daniel SPROTT Port and Safety Inspector Curacao Pilot Organisation Male d.sprott@curports.com IMO-funded Curaçao
20 Anthony PALMA Deputy Head of Shipping Inspectorate Maritime Authority of Curacao Male anthony.palma@gobiernu.cw IMO-funded Curaçao
21 Harold GUISTE Maritime Administrator Min of T'sm, Int'l Trans & M'time In'ves Male guisteh@dominica.gov.dm IMO-funded Dominica
22 Benoit BARDOUILLE Chief Executive Officer Dominica Air & Sea Ports Authority Male ceo@daspa.dm IMO-funded Dominica
23 Franklyn REDHEAD General Manager Grenada Ports Authority Male grenport@spiceisle.com IMO-funded Grenada
24 Marlon CLYNE Manager Administration Grenada Ports Authority Male grenport@spiceisle.com IMO-funded Grenada
25 Romain SEURATTAN Senior Inspector of Shipping Maritime Administration Dept (MARAD) Male romain.suerattan@gmail.com IMO-funded Guyana
26 Tiffany HOHENKIRK Legal Officer Maritime Administration Dept (MARAD) Female tiffanyhohenkirk@gmail.com IMO-funded Guyana
27 Ronald JABOUIN Director of Maritime Safe Application Service Maritime et de Navigation Male ronjabouin1@hotmail.com IMO-funded Haiti
28 Ognold REGNUS Port State Control Officer Service Maritime et de Navigation Male ognoldregnus7@gmail.com IMO-funded Haiti
29 Joseph WILSON Seaport Manager St. Christopher Air &Seaports Authority Male joseph.wilson@scaspa.com IMO-funded St Kitts &Nevis
30 Ticoya CONOR Administrative Assistant Dept of Maritime Affairs Female ticoya.connor@gov.kn IMO-funded St Kitts &Nevis
31 Christopher ALEXANDER Director Maritime Affairs St. Lucia Air & Seaport Authority Male christopher.alexander@slaspa.com IMO-funded Saint Lucia
32 Tricia CYPAL-EDWARD Deputy Director, Legislative Drafting Attorney General's Chambers Female tricia.cypal@agchambers.govt.lc IMO-funded Saint Lucia
33 Hryone JOHNSON Director, Dept of National Security Dept of Maritime Administration Male director.svgmarad@gmail.com IMO-funded Saint Vincent
34 Ronald JOSEPH Harbour Master/Chief Marine Pilot SVG Port Authority Male rjoseph@svgpa.com IMO-funded Saint Vincent
35 Claudius CARTY St. Maarten Maritime Affairs Male claudius.carty@sintmaartengov.org IMO-funded St. Martin
36 Ellinger PAUL Male ellinger.paul@sintmaartengov.org IMO-funded
37 Tosca PINAS Head, Quality Control Dept Maritime Authority of Suriname Female tpinas@mas.sr IMO-funded Suriname
38 Gylbert MUSSENDIJK Head, Maritime Traffic Maritime Authority of Suriname Male gmussendijk@mas.sr IMO-funded Suriname
39 Ronald ALFRED Director Maritime Services Division Male pafox123@gmail.com IMO-funded Trinidad,Tobago
40 Richmond BASANT Maritime Administrator Maritime Services Division Male richmondbasant@gmail.com IMO-funded Trinidad,Tobago
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ANNEX 2 
 

List of IMO consultants and subjects covered by each of them 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 
  

No. NAME AND SURNAME GENDER 
[male/ female] 

CONTACT DETAILS OF 
ORGANIZATION 

(including e-mail address) 
IMLI/WMU 

GRADUATE SUBJECTS COVERED 

1 
Lukas Rodriguez Male lrodriguez@racrempeitc.org 

  
Welcoming Remarks, MARPOL 
Intro, Implementing MARPOL Annex 
IV, Port Reception Facilities 

2 

Paul Lattanzi Male Pau.r.lattanzi@paratusgroup.org 
  

Legal Aspects of MARPOL, 
Implementing MARPOL Annex III, 
Implementing MARPOL Annex V, 
GISIS, Technical Aspect of 
Enforcement 

3 
Nadia Gour Female Ngour@racrempeitc.org  

RAC/REMPEITC Introduction, Flag 
State Implementation & Port State 
Control 
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ANNEX 3 
 

List of Acronyms 
 

CARICOM - The Caribbean Community (organization of fifteen Caribbean nations) 
 
COCATRAM - La Comisión Centroamericana de Transporte Marítimo 
 
GISIS - Global Integrated Shipping Information System 
 
IMO – International Maritime Organisation 

MARPOL – International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 

MEPC - Marine Environment Protection Committee 

PLF - Ports with Limited Facilities 

PRF – Port Reception Facility 

RA - Regional Arrangements 

RAC/REMPEITC- Caribe – Regional Activity Centre / Regional Marine Polluting Emergency 
Information and Training Centre for the Wider Caribbean Region 

RCWRC - Regional Ships Waste Reception Centre 

RRF - Regional Reception Facilities 

RRFP - Regional Reception Facilities Plan 

SIDS - Small Island Developing States 

SGW - Ship Generated Waste 

U.N. - United Nations 

UN-OHRLLD  - United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

UNEP – United Nations Environmental Program 

 
*** 
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ANNEX 4 
 

Programme 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day	1:		Tuesday	07	February,	2023		 Facilitator		

08:30	–	09:00		 Registration		 		

09:00	–	10:00		

Opening	ceremony	
Opening	Remarks:	IMO	
Welcoming	remarks	by	the	host	representative		
Welcoming	from	REMPEITC		

•	Group	Picture		

Helen	Buni	
Rear	Admiral	Peter	Brady	
L.	Rodriguez	
(REMPEITC)	

10:00	–	10:15	 Safety	Brief		
Introduction	of	participants	&	facilitators		

Jamaica	(TBD)	
Rodriguez	(REMPEITC)		

10:15	–	10:45		 1-1	RAC/REMPEITC	Intro	 Nadia	Gour	(REMPEITC)	

10:45	–	11:30	 1-2	MARPOL	Intro	 Rodriguez	(REMPEITC)	

11:30	–	11:45		 Tea/Coffee	Break	 	

11:45	–	12:30	 1-3	The	Implementation	of	the	MARPOL	
Convention	in	Jamaica	 Jamaica	(TBD)	

12:30	–	13:30	 Lunch	Break	 	

13:30	–	15:30	
1-4	Participant	presentations	on	each	country’s	

status	of	ratification	and	implementation	of	
MARPOL	

All	Participants	

15:30	–	15:45	 Tea/Coffee	Break		 	

15:45	–	16:45	
1-5		Presentation	and	Roundtable	Discussion:	

Legal	Aspects	of	MARPOL	III	to	V	
Implementation	and	Enforcement	

Lattanzi	(Paratus	Group)	

16:45	–	17:15	
1-6	Summary	of	Day	01	

Q	&	A	Day	1		
Look	ahead	to	day	2	

Lattanzi	(Paratus	Group)	
All	facilitators		
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Day	2:		Wednesday	08	February,	2023		
		

		
Facilitator		

09:00	–	10:00	 2-1	Presentation	and	roundtable	discussion:	
Implementing	MARPOL	Annex	III	 Lattanzi	(Paratus	Group)	

10:00	–	11:00	 2-2	Presentation	and	roundtable	discussion:	
Implementing	MARPOL	Annex	IV	 (REMPEITC)	

11:00	–	11:15	 Tea/Coffee	Break	 	

11:15	–	12:30	 2-3	Presentation	and	roundtable	discussion:	
Implementing	MARPOL	Annex	V	 Lattanzi	(Paratus	Group)	

12:30	–	13:30		 Lunch	Break	 		

13:30	–	14:30	
2-4	Presentation	and	round	table	discussion:	

Flag	State	Implementation	&	Port	State	
Control	

	

(REMPEITC)			

14:30-	15:30	 2-5	Presentation	and	Validation	of	Country	
information	within	GISIS	 Lattanzi	(Paratus	Group)	

15:30	–	15:45		 Tea/Coffee	Break		 	

15:45	–	16:45	
2-6	Technical	Aspects	of	Enforcement,	MARPOL	

III	to	V	 Lattanzi	(Paratus	Group)	

16:45	–	17:15	
2-7	Summary	of	Day	02		

Q	&	A	Day	2		
Look	ahead	to	day	3	

All	Participants	

	

		

Day	3:		Thursday	09	February,	2023		 		
Facilitator		

09:00	–	10:00	 3-2	Presentation	and	Discussion:	Port	
Reception	Facilities		 Rodriguez	(REMPEITC)	

10:00	–	13:30		 Tea/Coffee	Break	 	

10:30	–	12:00		

3-3	Open	Discussion:	Workshop	
Recommendations	
• Identification	of	Country	Needs	
• Way	forward	

	

Lattanzi/All	Participants	

12:00–	12:30	
3-4	Closing	Ceremony	

• Issue	of	Certificates		
• Closing	Remarks	

Jamaica/	REMPEITC	
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ANNEX 5 
 

Pre-activity Assignments 
 

Representatives from each country or territory were requested to be thoroughly familiar with 
the MARPOL Convention, making emphasis on annexes III, IV and V, and the current status, 
best practices and current challenges of the implementation of the MARPOL Convention within 
their country or territory. The participants were requested to prepare a 5-to-10-minute 
presentation regarding the above information, which would be delivered during the first day of 
the workshop. 

 
 
 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 6 

 
Statements (Opening and closing ceremonies) 

 
Opening remarks from Admiral Peter Brady of the Maritime Authority of Jamaica demonstrated a 
thorough understanding of MARPOL benefits, domestic challenges, and Jamaica’s dedication to 
implement all Annexes of MARPOL.  Admiral Brady’s comments followed the playing of a recorded 
message from Helen Buni of IMO.  Both messages were well-received by the participants. 
 
Closing remarks were provided by Mr. Bertrand Smith from the Maritime Authority of Jamaica, who 
once again emphasized the importance of the workshop and expressed his appreciation for being 
able to have the workshop take place in Jamaica and have the opportunity to have such a robust 
participation for the Jamaica delegation. He also offered that the presence of all participants was 
critical for the sharing of experiences, best practices and lessons learned for the MARPOL 
Convention implementation within the region and that the efforts must not stop there but that the 
region as a whole needs to continue to move forward with the process of implementation and 
becoming compliant with the requirements of MARPOL.  A certificate of participation was 
presented to each one of the participants by Mr. Smith and Consultant Lukas Rodriguez 
concluding the workshop. 
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ANNEX 7 
 

Reference materials  
 
Comprehensive Manual on Port Reception Facilities. 1999. International Maritime Organization 
 
Feasibility Study on the development of a Regional Reception Facilities Plan for the Small Islands 

Developing States of the Wider Caribbean Region. 2018. RAC/REMPEITC- Caribe 
 
Guidelines for Ensuring the Adequacy of Port Reception Facilities. 2000. International Maritime 

Organization 
 
MARPOL Consolidated Edition. 2017. International Maritime Organization 
 
MARPOL: How to do it. 2013. International Maritime Organization 
 
Port Reception Facilities: How to do it. 2016. International Maritime Organization 
 
 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 8 

 

Synopsis of lectures 
 
 
 
 
1-1 Introduction 

Overview of RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe area of responsibility and background, as well as past 
and future OPRC, Ballast Water Management, MARPOL and other marine pollution 
preparedness and prevention activities. 

 
1-2 MARPOL Intro 

Overview of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) 
and its corresponding six annexes. 

 
1-3 Implementation of the MARPOL Convention in Jamaica 

Representatives of the Maritime Authority of Jamaica presented on the status, best practices 
and current challenges on the implementation of MARPOL in Jamaica. 

 
1-4 Participant presentations on each country’s status of ratification and implementation of 

MARPOL 
Each one of the participating countries had a representative provide a 5-to-10-minute 
presentation on the status, best practices and current challenges on the implementation of the 
MARPOL Convention within each one of their countries. 

 
1-5 Legal Aspects of MARPOL III, IV &V 

Outline of the different legal implications that come along with the implementation of MARPOL 
for annexes III, IV and V 

 
2-1 Implementation of MARPOL Annex III 

Presentation on the implementation of the regulations for the prevention of pollution by harmful 
substances carried by sea in packaged form – Annex III 

 
2-2 Implementation of MARPOL Annex IV 

Presentation on the implementation of the regulations for the prevention of pollution by sewage 
form ships – Annex IV 

 
2-3 Implementation of MARPOL Annex V 

Presentation on the implementation of the regulation for the prevention of pollution by garbage 
from ships, the types of garbage and Special Areas – Annex V 

 
2-4 Flag State Implementation and Port State Control 

UNCLOS and the rights it provides to port and coastal states, the primary responsibility for 
ensuring vessel compliance and Port State Control responsibilities and benefits 

 
2-5 Validation of Country information within GISIS 

Procedures on how to update and/or validate a country’s information within the Global 
Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS) 

 
2-6 Technical Aspects of Enforcement, MARPOL III, IV & V 

Presentation on the technical aspects for the implementation and enforcement of MARPOL 
Annexes III, IV and V, including evidence collection and record keeping 
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3-1 Port Reception Facilities 
The requirements that each one of the MARPOL Annexes imposes on the signatory nations 
and how to attain compliance 

 
 
3-2 Workshop Recommendations 

Participant provides comments and recommendation as to their vision for the way forward for 
the implementation of MARPOL Annexes III, IV and V within each one of the participating 
countries and territories as well as within the region as a whole. 

 
 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 9  

 

Synopsis of Evaluation questionnaires 
 

Did you receive the information listed below about the event before your 
participation  

 

 

 

Were you informed of  

 

Yes
100.00%

No
0.00%

No answer
0.00%

Was the invitation received in good time?

Yes
97%

No 
3% No answer

0%

on its objective and scope
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Were the instructions on the following easy to understand? 

 

Yes
100%

No 
0%

No answer
0%

subject areas and programme

Yes
95%

No 
2%

No answer
3%

profile required of participants
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Did you receive logistical information on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you were given any pre-event assignment, was it useful? 

Yes
97%

NoNo answer
3%

completion and submission of the nomination form
97

.4
4%

87
.1

8%

84
.6

2% 94
.8

7%

2.
56

%

0.
00

%

2.
56

%

2.
56

%12
.8

2%

12
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2.
56

%

0.
00

%

0.
00

%

0.
00

%

0.
00

%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Venue Travel arrangements DSA payments Accommodation

Yes No N/A No answer
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To cover the topics fully, was the event (please check the appropriate box) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes
51%

No 
5%

N/A
41%

No answer
3%

Too long
0%

Just Right
81%

Too shortNo answer
3%
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How do you rate the event with regard to the following?  

 

 

 

 

How do you rate the following aspects of the materials?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

46
.1

5% 53
.8

5%

46
.1

5%

35
.9

0%

35
.9

0%

38
.4

6%

15
.3
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10
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00

%

2.
56
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00
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20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Venue Facilities Equipment

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor No answer

53
.8
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.2

8%

56
.4

1%

43
.5
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33
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3%43
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%
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13

%
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20%
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60%

80%

100%

Presentation Clarity Technical contentComprehensiveness Quantity

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor No answer
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How would you rate the following aspects of the presentations? 

 

 

 

 

How would you rate the use of the following? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46
.1

5%

43
.5

9%

46
.1

5%

35
.9

0%48
.7
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43
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Design and structure Clarity Technical
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Comprehensiveness

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor No answer
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Materials IMO reference
materials

Other resource
materials

Group and
practical activities

Field trips

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor No answer N/A
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Please rate each lecturer with regard to the following 
 

Consultant Paul Lattanzi 

 

 

Consultant Lukas Rodriguez 
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questions
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Consultant Nadia Gour 

 

 

 

 

Are there any topics which should be added? 
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Do you consider that the objective of the event was met? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you likely to use the information you gained on the course when 
you return to your work? 

 

 

 

Yes
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No 
0%

No answer
0%

Yes
100%

No
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0%



 
 
Regional MARPOL Workshop, Annexes III, IV & V, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 7-9 February, 2023 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

33 
 

 

Will you have the opportunity to transfer the knowledge gained to your 
colleagues at work? 
 

Yes
100%

No
No answer

0%
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